Time on Task

Purpose


To observe and record “on task” activity


Surrogate for or evidence of

· Learning activity (if not learning)

· Engagement

· Motivation


What pupils are doing?


Useful for comparisons, gender, ability, different activities

Procedure


Record sheet- Column of boxes. Marked for each interval


Sample Start and Finish (5 min- 30 min)


Interval sample
2 min1 min -30 sec

Record
On or off task



Possibly what they were doing for later categories

Analyse
patterns

Be aware


Defining ON task, 

thinking, 

Task related e.g. collecting materials

Thinking?

Using a calculator-fidgetting with a calculator?

How much off task is normal?

Variations due to styles or abilities?

Quality of learning or product?

Advantages






Quantitative

Comparison

